
 

 

The Marston’s Grist 
 
A few words from the President... 
 

As we all recover from a sweltering summer, events have been occurring in recent months even without formal Society meetings since 
June 2016. First, we would like to extend condolences to the families of Arthur Thifault and Mae Grant, both of whom passed 
away since the previous issue of The Grist; both were loyal members of the Society. 
 

Next, we are pleased to report on the success of the Marstons Mills Tour de Force—a first-time comprehensive tour of key sites in 
the Village, co-sponsored with the Marstons Mills Public Library. Nearly fifty persons participated in visits to the Community 
Church, the Sabatia Flower Farm, the Burgess House, the Airfield, the Cranberry Sunset Horse Farm and the Underground 
House on Wheeler Road. We salute the numerous volunteers who helped to staff the sites, including Society and Village 
Association members, as well as the owners of those sites who so graciously welcomed all of the visitors. The day concluded with a 
performance of an original play by Past-President Sandra Bolton in Liberty Hall, about the first Marstons Mills Librarian 
(Hattie Mecarta); the event was also an appropriate recognition for the 125th Anniversary Year of the Library. 
 

We also express appreciation to Judith Galvin for her generous donation of library storage materials and historic books from the 
collection from her late husband Kevin, a past president of the Society. 
       
At this writing, plans are being made for the construction of historic marker signs, to be posted for public information about the six 
different mills that were critical to the history (and name) of our Village. We are seeking volunteers who have experience with 
signage for advice and assistance. 
      

And so another busy year is ahead; please help to spread the word about the interesting activities of the Society and plan to attend 
our regular meetings—always on the second Tuesday of the month at 2:30pm at the Library.                

       -David Martin, President 

The newsletter of the Marstons Mills Historical Society  

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648  marstonsmillshistorical.org  

Fall 2016 

The Mission of the Marstons Mills Historical Society is to foster an interest in the story of our 
village. We preserve historical images, documents and artifacts, research historic resources and 

support educational opportunities for all ages for villagers and other interested persons, in order to 
better understand and appreciate the past, present and future of Marstons Mills.  

BURGESS HOUSE 

continued on page 3 

http://www.marstonsmillshistorical.org
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Coming Events… 
 Tuesday, September 13 @2:30 p.m. - Monthly meeting of the MMHS at Marstons Mills Public Library 

 Tuesday, October 11 @2:30 p.m. - Monthly meeting of the MMHS at Marstons Mills Public Library 

 
All are welcome 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

   I / we wish to join the Society and enclose payment  

for my / our Individual Membership(s) at $15 each. 
 

   I / we wish to make a charitable contribution to the 

Society to support the development of its Village Archives 
and the Preservation of its Collection. 
 
$250        $150        $75        $25        $10      Other ______ 

 
Name: ________________________________________ 

 
Street / POB: ___________________________________ 

 
City: ______________________________  State: ______
         

 
Zip: _____________   E-mail: ______________________ 

 

   I / we wish to be notified about MMHS Meetings. 

 
 

                The Marstons Mills Historical Society is  
                    a 501 (c) 3 Charitable Organization 

P.O. Box 1375 Marstons Mills, MA 02648 
marstonsmillshistorical.org 

MARSTONS MILLS  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

OFFICERS  

President: David Martin  

Vice-President: Claire Melix  

Secretary: Jim Gould  

Treasurer: Bebe Brock  

The MMHS meets on the second Tuesday 

of every month at 2:30 p.m. at Marstons 

Mills Public Library. All are welcome! 

Comments and articles for submission 
should be sent to 

astephens@clamsnet.org. 
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BOOK STORE 
 

Barnstable 375th Anniversary.  Marstons Mills is one 
of several villages highlighted in this publication. The 
coffee table book includes a fascinating brief history of 
the town. Available for purchase at MMPL. 
 

Images of America: Marstons Mills. An Arcadia 
Publication written by local historians James Gould 
and Vivian Cushing. Limited signed copies. View this 
publication at marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications. 
Available for purchase at MMPL. 
 

NOTE: prices of some books have been reduced! 
 

Explore! Contemporary Marstons Mills, Cape Cod 
A limited edition, full-color book by Sandra Bolton. 
Mail a check payable to MMHS for $32 plus $5 
shipping and handling  to P.O. Box 1375, Marstons 
Mills MA 02648. Also available by emailing  
boltonslanding@comcast.net, subject line: order book. 

http://www.marstonsmillshistorical.org/publications
mailto:boltonslanding@comcast.net?subject=order%20book
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 On June 19, 2016, a special Marstons Mills “Tour de Force,” co-sponsored by the Society and the Marstons 

Mills Public Library, took place from 10am to 3pm. The Tour provided an opportunity for more than fifty 

participants to visit six varied sites throughout the Village. Included on the Tour were the Community Church 

on Main Street, the Sabatia Flower Farm on Main Street, the Cranberry Sunset Horse Farm off of Cammett 

Road, the Underground House on Wheeler Road, the Airfield on Race Lane and the Burgess House on Route 

149. 
 

Teams of volunteers from the Society, the Friends of the Library, the Village Association and interested 

others served as assistants at each site, providing information and facilitating the visits by the participants. 

Sabatia Flower Farm donated bouquets of flowers as appreciation gifts to the owners of the visited sites. Both 

adults and children participated. 
 

Several interesting features were highlighted for the visitors. At the Community Church, the rich history of 

the structure and its various congregations and beliefs were explained. The Sabatia Flower Farm showcased its 

extensive operation, including greenhouse and fields, for production of flower combinations for the public. 

The Horse Farm demonstrated how horses have been successfully rescued and have become riding animals 

for special-needs young people, using a specially constructed trail with stops along the way. The Underground 

house showed a construction that was done during the 1960’s to make a home as a part of a hillside—an 

ecological measure, with only one side of the house facing outward. The Airfield’s fascinating history was 

explained to visitors, who not only watched close-up the various private planes coming and going, but also 

were able to board a fully operational DC-3 which is owned by the airfield owner. The Burgess House tour 

showed the features of an early 19th-century construction which has been faithfully restored, as well as 

explaining the history of the House’s different owners through the years. 
      

The day concluded with a performance of an original play written by Society Past-President, Sandra Bolton. 

The play was performed in Liberty Hall and was the story of the birth of the Marstons Mills Library (which 

celebrated its 125th anniversary in 2016), centering on the person of Hattie Mecarta, who was the first Village 

Librarian. 
 

Appreciation is warmly expressed to all who helped to make the whole day a big success.  

-David Martin 

TOUR DE FORCE - A SUCCESS! 

Burgess House continued... 

continued on page 5 
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The well-known Marston House at the 
corner of Route 149 and Route 28 has had 
a storied past, having at various times been 
a private home and a bed-and-breakfast 
inn.   Benjamin Marston was born in 1768 
in Barnstable and died in 1819 in Marstons 
Mills; he was married to Eunice Blish, who 
was born on 17 July 1828). Benjamin had 
the house built for his son, William, who 
was born on 23 May 1802 in Barnstable 
and died in Marstons Mills in 1882.  
 
William and his first wife, Minerva 
Hinckley (born 17 November 1805), were 
married on 10 September 1827, according 
to Barnstable Town Records. They 
occupied the house with their family of 
children. William bought a grocery store from his 
neighbor Hinckley, which was also the local drugstore 

advertising Goodwin’s Indian Bitters which “purify the 
blood,” Dotttridge’s Nerve and Bone Ointment which 
was said to be good for “man and beast,” Strengthening 
Plaster, and Brandreth’s Universal Pills. The store was also 
a general gathering place, as evidenced by the public 
auctions held there. One could even get a fitting by a tailor 
who came by weekly. He retired at age 80 and sold all his 
store stock. The business was taken over in 1881 by 31-
year-old Lewis Nelson Hamblin. 
 
When Minerva passed away, she was buried on the 
property with an appropriate headstone. William 
subsequently married Mary Lovell of Marstons Mills. Mary 
was born on 20 August 1828 and was active with the 
Marstons Mills Universalists, who had broken away from 
the Methodist Church and instead built Liberty Hall across 
the road from the Methodist Church in September 1859 
on land donated by William Marston. 
 
When Mary came to live in the house, she did not want 
Minerva’s grave to be on the property and had the grave 
transferred to the Marstons Mills Cemetery on Route 149.  
The headstone, however, was not transferred, but instead 
was kept and used, presumably by Mary, as a stepping 
stone on the property! Later owners had the stone 
transferred to an otherwise brick patio, where it sits today 
and is well preserved. The photograph shows the 
gravestone as it appears on the house’s patio—a bit of 
local history under foot! We express appreciation for this 
account to Mrs. Judith Galvin, the former owner of the 
property, and to historian Jim Gould; Judith’s  late 
husband, Kevin, was President of the Marstons Mills 
Historical Society. 
 
                       -by David Martin 

  

A WIFE TRANSPLANTED 

Collection of the MMHS 

Photo by David Martin 
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courtesy MMHS 

Burgess House continued... 

continued on page 6 
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SANDY SNEAKERS WALKS THE VILLAGE 

Photos by Sandra Bolton 

Yes indeed! Sandy Sneakers stepped right into 
Liberty Hall and was thoroughly entertained 
by the Marstons Mills "Players of the Day” 
performing a fun, educational skit about the 
birth of the Marstons Mills Library.  

The grand finale of the  wonderful 
Marstons Mills Tour De Force event! 
(A video of this performance will be 
available soon on the MMHS web site!) 

Burgess House continued... 

http://wiannoclub.com/fw/main/Club-History-4.html
http://www.marstonsmills.org/mmva_home.htm
http://quakersofthelight.blogspot.com/

